Art and the Holocaust

oy

Artwork Looted, Relocated or Lost During WWII

(Memorial in Budapest)



Rape of Europa Trailer

Art History...Studying history through visual images,
artifacts and architecture

PBS Site Rape of Europa

Hitler, a rejected art student who set out to create his
own museum on his own terms.



http://www.rapeofeuropa.com/theTrailer.aspx
http://www.pbs.org/therapeofeuropa/

Quote from British Monuments Man Ronald Balfour (371)

We do not want to destroy unnecessarily what
men spent so much time and care and skill in
making...[for] these examples of craftsmanship
tell us so much about our ancestors...If these
things are lost or broken or destroyed, we lose a
valuable part of our knowledge about our
forefathers. No age lives entirely alone; every
civilization is formed not merely by its own
achievements but by what it has inherited from
the past. If these things are destroyed, we have
lost a part of our past, and we shall be the
poorer for it.



Adolf Hitler was an art student who did
not get an opportunity to follow his
passion. Therefore, he made it a goal to
develop his own museum. Throughout
WWII he sought out artwork from the
communities Germany invaded to include
In his personal museum, the
Fuhrermseum, in Linz.

Read more: http://www.time.
c/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1719935.00.
html#ixzz1NvpVaihl

The Monuments Men were a division of Allied
Soldiers who worked to protect Europe's
Monuments and Masterpieces.

One of the first attempts to acquire art began
in 1939 with the blitzkrieg of Poland


http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1719935,00.html#ixzz1NvpV9ihl
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1719935,00.html#ixzz1NvpV9ihl
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1719935,00.html#ixzz1NvpV9ihl
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.monumentsmen.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/MM-Book-3D.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.monumentsmen.com/blog/category/restitutions/&usg=__LwMrJQY3oF9YdK9UhEmkisc3L8U=&h=456&w=300&sz=100&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=8D3De1WgxPOjFM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=99&ei=uXVHTf2ZJ4GWsgOC6_DiAQ&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMonuments%2BMen%26hl%3Den%26biw%3D1280%26bih%3D589%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=248&vpy=192&dur=1863&hovh=277&hovw=182&tx=102&ty=176&oei=uXVHTf2ZJ4GWsgOC6_DiAQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0

Kummel Report 1940

Hitler, through Goebbels his propaganda minister,
commissioned an inventory of EVERY work of art in the
Western World that rightly belonged to Germany. This included
artwork taken from Germany since 1950 and all works of art by
German and Austrian artists. (Monuments Men)

The GREAT fear of the allies "What if we win the war but lose
the last five hundred years of our cultural history" (237). The job
of the Monuments Men was to ensure this did not happen.


http://www.jewishpost.com/archives/news/stolen-art.html

Hitler's Concept of "Degenerate Art"

| and the Village 1911

by Marc Chagall (R)

Les Demoiselles d’Avignon
1906 by Pablo Picasso



http://www.greatesttheft.com/lessonplan.php?id=1




| eonardo’s "Ladies”

g f: £

Ginerva de' Benci 1476-1481 (marriage portrait, NGA)
Lady With an Ermine (Cecilia Gallerani 1484-85)
Mona Lisa 1503-1507


http://www.oneonta.edu/faculty/farberas/arth/arth213/Leonardo_garrard.html

Viet Stoss Altarpiece ... Polish National Treasure



http://www.sacred-destinations.com/poland/krakow-st-marys-church.htm

Bruges Madonna by

Michelangelo taken in 1944
Only work outside Italy
(Pieta below)



http://www.bluffton.edu/%7Esullivanm/belgium/bruges/michelangelo/madonna.html
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http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic-art/380873/94394/Chartres-Cathedral-Chartres-France-completed-mid-13th-century

The Night Watch by Rembrandt
rolled and hidden



http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/rembrandt/1640/night-watch/

Mona Lisa b
Leonardo da Vinci

hidden



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mona_Lisa_depth.jpg

Raft of the Medusa by Gericault (hidden)




Birthplace for First German Reich
First German city threatened by Allied troops
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The Astronomer

by Vermeer stolen

from Rothschild's

Paris mansion in
1940s

An interesting "logic" of seizure
of collections was developed by
the Germans. First, art
belonging to Jewish collections
could be seized and looted.
Thus, Vermeer's, The
Astronomer, probably the most
famous individual piece of looted
art, moved from the Rothschild
collection to Hitler's personal
inventory (Jewishpost.com).



http://www.essentialvermeer.com/catalogue_xxl/xxl_astronomer.html

Capitalize on the Nazi Party's Greed...

—dward Dolnick’s book
'ollows how a second-
-ate artist named Han
van Meegeren tricked
he experts, the dealers,
museums, and
eventually the Nazi Party
olundering Europe’s
inest treasures into
oelieving his works were
oy the Master of Delft.
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How"?
Christ with the

Woman Taken in
Adultry "supposed
Vermeer"

With religious works
oreviously "unseen”.
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Ghent Altarpiece (aka The Adoration of the Mystic

Lamb) by Jan van Eyck 1432

Belgium's most beloved art treasure



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/ghentopn.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/&usg=__tkArysVTrZAEDFu-bkJp8gLMqL8=&h=771&w=1083&sz=218&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=P4Ij7nc17zWFbM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=173&ei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dghent%2Baltarpiece%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26biw%3D1280%26bih%3D589%26tbs%3Disch:1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=131&vpy=122&dur=484&hovh=175&hovw=246&tx=132&ty=104&oei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=26&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/ghentopn.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/eyck/ghent/&usg=__tkArysVTrZAEDFu-bkJp8gLMqL8=&h=771&w=1083&sz=218&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=P4Ij7nc17zWFbM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=173&ei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dghent%2Baltarpiece%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26biw%3D1280%26bih%3D589%26tbs%3Disch:1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=131&vpy=122&dur=484&hovh=175&hovw=246&tx=132&ty=104&oei=q39HTcP5G4SisAPIgsz9AQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=26&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quedlinburg_Itala_fragment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quedlinburg_Itala_fragment

Contemporary Headlines

Restitution
Return
Reunite

Legal Battles
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Last of Berlin Nazis
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Landscape With Cottage and Figures
by Dutch artist Pieter Molijn




2010 News Article:

The Getty Museum in Los Angeles will return a 17th-century Dutch painting looted
by the Nazis to the heir of the Jewish art dealer.

Jewish art dealer Jacques Goudstikker left 1,400 works of art in his Amsterdam
gallery when he fled the Nazis in 1940. He died during the escape. His gallery was
looted by Hermann Goering shortly afterward. In 2006, the Dutch government
returned 202 paintings from its national collection to Goudstikker's sole heir, Marei
von Saher.

In returning the painting "Landscape With Cottage and Figures”
by Dutch artist Pieter Molijn, the Getty Museum becomes the first
American institution to offer restitution to von Saher, who is the
widow of Goudstikker's son.

The painting never went on display at the museum, which
purchased the painting at an auction in 1972 for an undisclosed
amount, according to the Los Angeles Times.

Four other museums in the United States and Canada have been
identified as holding Goudstikker paintings, according to the
newspaper.



Q: How did the Nazi Party Get
Away With It?

A: Establishing the ERR (Reich Leader Rosenberg's
Special Task Force) and authorizing it to "search
lodges, libraries and archives in the occupied
territories of the west for material valuable to
Germany, and to safeguard the latter through the

Gestapo" (177).



Rose Valland,
French art
historian and
curator of
Louvre during
WWII and the
Jeu de Paume




Rose Valland, a member of the French

Resistance. Valland's heroic work to save the
train full of French masterpieces—
e Knew German and as described in her memoirs, Sur
secretly took notes le front de I'art—inspired a movie
on shipments called The Train (1964).

e Protected artwork

e Helped in the rescue

e Nazi Party ordered
her to catalog the
collection of looted
art stored in the Jeu
de Paume

Train IMDB



http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0059825/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0059825/

Rape of Europa

"...age old argument...what is
more valuable a work of art or
a human life?"



http://www.rapeofeuropa.com/home.asp

Legacy of the
Monuments Men

ONE MARINE'S PASSION TO RECOVER
THE WORLD’S GREATEST STOLEN TREASURES

United States Marine

MATTHEW BOGDANOS

WITH WILLIAM PATRICK




Looted Art... WHY? It was not
considered "the public's art".

Saddam Hussein's Birthday
Celebrations held there. Entrance
by invitation only.
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As Gordon Newby, a historian
and Professor of Middle Eastern
Studies at Emory University in
Atlanta said, what happened in
the museum "‘is just one of the
most traqic things that could

happen for our being able to
understand the past.”

L e y
-\.- =



http://djiin.wordpress.com/2011/01/31/the-plundering-of-iraq%E2%80%99s-national-museum-what-really-happened/
http://djiin.wordpress.com/2011/01/31/the-plundering-of-iraq%E2%80%99s-national-museum-what-really-happened/
http://djiin.wordpress.com/2011/01/31/the-plundering-of-iraq%E2%80%99s-national-museum-what-really-happened/
http://djiin.wordpress.com/2011/01/31/the-plundering-of-iraq%E2%80%99s-national-museum-what-really-happened/

Tel Asmar Votive Figures

"Cradle of Civilization"
Human History

THE LOST LEGACY

OF ANCIENT N Returned 2008 by Syrian
- *,»e | authorities



http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,352775,00.html

Female Mask of Warka (Uruk)

More than 13,500 items were
stolen from the National
Museum of Iraqg during the fall
of Baghdad in the early
2000s.

The missing items were lifted
by discriminating professional
thieves who passed over
copies and less valuable
items.

The stolen items are
speculated to be traded for
weapons.




Harp of Ur

Scenes from Epic of Gilgamesh



http://www.usc.edu/dept/LAS/religion/arc/music/urharp.html

Sacred Vase of Warka

Returned 2003

Made of Limestone

World's oldest carved-stone ritual vessel
Narrative - Goddess Inanna

18 Pieces



http://www.evalu8.org/staticpage?page=review&siteid=2504

Cylinder Seals
Treasury of Nimrud




